
STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS

Almost twenty years ago, the Foundation started sponsoring 
scholarships for students pursuing professional studies in fields 
related to intellectual disability and autism. We started at McGill 
with graduate students in the Education Faculty who were being 
trained to promote social inclusion. From there, we went to the 
regional secondary school in the MRC Brome-Missisquoi 
(Cowansville) to support graduating seniors who wanted to 
pursue careers in health sciences. More recently, we have 
launched bursary programs at CEGEPS in Granby & Sherbrooke 
(Lennoxville) for students pursuing studies in Special Care 
Counselling. These investments have amounted to tens of 
thousands of dollars in the cause of promoting higher education. 
We have been at this long enough to be able to meet our 
recipients later in life as professionals in the field. It is always 
gratifying to see the results of our investments. For more info on 
this issue, visit our website.

NEW BEST PRACTICES

The Butters Foundation is committed to promoting new best 
practices in the public rehab system in Quebec and beyond. 
Our interests lie in advancing the science of rehabilitation 
for clients with severe behavioural & emotional problems, 
in exploring new ways to support parents with challenging 
disabled children, in promoting technology that will enhance 
the social integration of disabled children in their communities, 
and in sponsoring experiments that will enhance the efficiency 
of our(your) tax dollars. In this regard, your financial help is 
always much appreciated.

THE 2013 CAMPAIGN

Every five years, the Butters Foundation undertakes a major 
campaign to pursue its work in the area of intellectual disability 
and autism. We are in the final stages of planning for the 2013 
campaign that will focus on promoting research and services 
that will curb the incidence and severity of severe behavioral 
problems in children, adolescents and young adults with an 
intellectual disability or autism spectrum disorder. These are the 
children, young and old, that destroy families over time and 
have been traditionally ill-served by the public system.
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ACTIVITY REPORT FALL 2012
2008 CAMPAIGN PROJECTS COMPLETED

ALL THREE (3) 2008 CAMPAIGN PROJECTS ARE 
COMPLETED, WITH THE LAST SELF-HELP PARENT 
GROUP PROJECT HAVING BEEN COMPLETED IN 
FEBRUARY OF 2013.
 

MAISON LILY BUTTERS

The Diagnostic & Behavioral Research Centre in St. Hyacinthe 
has had over 32 clients with severe behavioral problems since 
its opening in 2008. The vast majority of these children, 
adolescents, or young adults have either returned to their 
families, or moved to more integrated residential facilities in 
the community, at a much reduced cost to the state. The original 
research project is in its second and last phase wherein the 
actual services provided are being monitored and evaluated for 
future clinical improvements. The first phase of the research, 
related to the impact of the state-of-the-art building, has been 
published and disseminated in both languages to researchers 
and clinical practitioners in the field. The increasing need for 
this service has prompted the public rehab establishment to 
request help in building a second facility on the south shore of 
Montreal.

ROUGEMONT QC FARM RESPITE PROJECT

This respite project, located on Rt. 112 just outside the village 
of Rougemont, was opened in 2011 and currently has 6 beds 
reserved for regular respite. Clients come from all over the vast 
region of the Monteregie and over 40 families regularly use the 
service. The workers take care of animals, do regular farm 
“chores” and enjoy the usual farm seasonal activities on the 100 
acre farm. There are presently 25 small animals on the farm. 
These include sheep, rabbits, chickens and a very spoiled horse. 
In 2012 the service introduced a Monday to Friday weekday 
service for families that presently use the over-night use on a 
regular basis. This service will shortly be open to the general 
disability public. For more information on the farm respite service, 
please consult the farm website at www.repitcampagne.com, or 
follow the link on the foundation website at 
www.buttersfoundation.ca.   
 

SELF-HELP PARENT GROUPS

All three (3) parent-organized projects came to a close this past 
year. Many activities started through this project continue to this 
day. Respite activities continue in the Cowansville area for 
families and caregivers with adult disabled and autistic clients. 
Accompaniment and sitting services in the St. Hyacinthe 
received a great boost by the timely donation from the Butters 
Foundation 3 years ago, and an annual week-long winter camp 
for siblings of autistic children has flourished and is being 
replicated by other parent groups across the Province. 
These grants to local parent groups in the area helped them 
to organize in order to provide services for their own children, 
outside the public network, based upon their intimate 
knowledge of their children’s needs.
 

OUR WEBSITE

Our website continues to allow us to quickly and efficiently 
disseminate information to parents, professionals, friends and 
donors at the click of a mouse. For the latest, please consult our 
website www.buttersfoundation.ca.


